
	 	
	

May	2021	

NEW	CAMPAIGN:	PURCHASE	OF	SYRINGES	FOR	THE	VACCINATION	CAMPAIGN	IN	CUBA	

Supporting	actions	of	the	mediCuba-Europe	solidarity	network,	 in	collaboration	with	the	Swiss	
Embassy	in	Cuba	(Swiss	Agency	for	Development	and	Cooperation	-	SDC),	continue	with	the	aim	
of	supporting	the	Cuban	public	health	system	during	the	ongoing	Covid-19	crisis.		

The	objective	of	this	third	fundraising	campaign	is	to	support	the	vaccination	campaign	against	
Covid-19	 that	 the	 Cuban	 government	will	 undertake	 in	 the	 coming	weeks	 and	months	 for	 its	
entire	population	(11.2	million	inhabitants).	MINSAP	has	placed	an	order	for	10	million	syringes	
and	needles	for	a	total	amount	of	800’000	Euro,	which	we	hope	to	finance	thanks	to	the	European	
solidarity	and	the	contribution	of	the	Swiss	Embassy	in	Cuba	(SDC).	

The	support	of	the	European	associations	and	organizations	of	solidarity	with	Cuba	is	an	important	
support	to	the	resources	committed	by	MINSAP	to	face	the	pandemic	that	has	been	raging	in	the	
Caribbean	 island	 for	 more	 than	 13	months	 and	 that	 is	 currently	 experiencing	 one	 of	 its	 worst	
moments	from	an	epidemiological	control’s	point	of	view.	

In	the	context	of	the	global	health	emergency	caused	by	SARS-Cov-2,	the	causal	agent	of	Covid-19,	
the	 network	 of	 associations	 mediCuba-Europe	 (mC-E)	 together	 with	 some	 European	 solidarity	
groups	 have	 undertaken	 various	 information	 and	 fundraising	 actions	 aiming	 to	 respond	 to	 the	
demands	 of	 the	 Cuban	 public	 health	 system	 to	 limit	 the	 impact	 of	 the	 pandemic	 on	 the	
population.	

Since	March	2020,	mediCuba-Europe	has	undertaken	two	fundraising	campaigns	that	have	raised,	
thanks	to	the	participation	of	the	European	network	of	organisations	in	solidarity	with	Cuba,	more	
than	 600’000	 Euro,	 (supplemented	 by	 a	 contribution	 of	 250’000	 Swiss	 francs	 from	 the	 Swiss	
Embassy	in	Cuba		-	SDC),	to	send	vital	medical	equipment	to	Cuba	to	help	the	country	cope	with	
the	 health	 emergency.	 The	medical	 equipment	 included	 imported	 lung	 ventilators,	 supplies	 for	
local	production	of	 ventilators,	 laboratory	 reagents	 for	PCR	 tests,	 and	 laboratory	equipment	 for	
the	Cuban	vaccine	production	process.	

Indeed,	Cuba	is	currently	working	on	not	one,	but	five	candidate	vaccines	against	Covid-19,	two	of	
which	are	already	 in	 the	 final	 clinical	phase.	This	 is	a	considerable	achievement	 for	 the	national	
scientific	 institutions,	 which	 demonstrates	 not	 only	 the	 high	 level	 of	 quality	 and	 the	 strong	
professional	 commitment	 of	 the	 island's	 research	 community,	 but	 also	 the	 determination	 and	
tenacity	of	the	authorities	to	guarantee	health	care	and	services	for	the	entire	population,	despite	
a	 precarious	 economic	 situation,	 aggravated	 by	 the	 intensification	 of	 economic,	 financial	 and	
commercial	 measures	 imposed	 by	 the	 Government	 of	 the	 United	 States	 of	 America,	 i.e.	 the	
arbitrary,	 inhumane	 and	 illegal	 blockade,	 as	 the	 United	 Nations	 General	 Assembly	 reminds	 us	
every	year.	

A	generalized	and	controlled	vaccination	of	 the	population	 is	being	 implemented;	 it	 is	expected	
that	 between	 June	 and	August	 2021	half	 of	 the	Cuban	population	will	 be	 vaccinated,	while	 the	
total	population	should	be	vaccinated	by	31	December	2021.	Local	authorities	have	also	confirmed	



that,	once	the	vaccine	projects	finish	the	current	cycle,	they	will	make	the	vaccines	available	to	the	
most	 impoverished	 and	 vulnerable	 countries	 so	 that	 they	 can	 vaccinate	 their	 respective	
populations.	

In	 this	 context,	 and	 in	 response	 to	 a	 specific	 request	 from	 the	 Cuban	Ministry	 of	 Public	 Health	
(MINSAP),	 the	 Swiss	 Embassy	 in	 Cuba	 (SDC)	 has	 just	 granted	 funding	 of	 CHF	 380’000	 (via	
mediCuba-Suisse)	to	support	the	Cuban	authorities	in	the	fight	against	Covid-19.		

This	amount	will	be	added	to	the	sum	of	180'000	Euro	that	solidarity	associations	from	Germany,	
Spain,	Luxembourg,	France,	Denmark	and	Italy	have	already	guaranteed.		

The	mediCuba-Europe	campaign	is	open	until	the	middle	of	June.		

A	first	payment	to	Cuba	for	the	first	purchase	of	syringes	will	be	made	in	the	next	days.	

	

Details	of	the	Euro	account	of	the	Common	Fund	of	mediCuba-Europe	where	to	send	funds	for	
the	campaign:	

IBAN:	CH61	0900	0000	9104	0331	5		

SWIFT:	POFICHBEXXX	(Postfinance	-	Bern)		

mediCuba-Europe	-	6996	Miglieglia	(Switzerland)	

	

	

Thank	you	for	your	support!	

	

	

Dr.	Franco	Cavalli	–	President		

	

	

	

	

	

medicuba-europa@ticino.com		

	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	


